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Esteemed colleagues! 
Ladies and gentlemen!

1. No efforts are being spared to improve performance of the Council of Federation Staff. The relevance of this line of work is high as the CoF law-making process is gaining momentum. During the last spring session alone, the Council of Federation passed as many as 250 bills achieving the best score registered over the past years. 
The Council of Federation holds numerous events both on the national and international scale.  This year, the Council of Federation sponsored The 3rd Neva International Environment Congress in Saint-Petersburg, The 2nd “Russian Historical and Cultural Heritage” Parliamentary Forum, various academic and research seminars and workshops.  
Since 2000, the Council of Federation has been and continues to be an active participant of The Baikal Economic Biennial Forum that held its sixth session in early September 2010. The high prestige of this international forum is evidenced by its high international attendance including delegations from China, Mongolia, Japan, Korea, Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).

The above events help improve the parliamentary law-making performance and offer an effective channel of communication with the experts and civic organisations in Russia and worldwide. The arrangement of such events is a responsibility of the CoF Staff.  
Improvement of the events planning has been described by the CoF Chairman as a major objective. 

Last summer, the Council of the Upper Chamber approved the draft guidelines to be applied when planning events arranged by the Upper Chamber.
 The document sets out new provisions designed to enforce accountability with respect to events planning. By way of example, during a spring (autumn) session a CoF committee or commission may change the events agenda by shifting the event timing of cancelling the event altogether only once. New events that may be suggested for inclusion in the events agenda and that require funding will not be reviewed until they have been agreed with the CoF Funding, Maintenance and Support Assurance Commission and the CoF Finance Directorate.
2. Maintaining a swift and reliable interaction by and among the CoF Staff and our counterpart organisations in the RF regional legislative assemblies is a major line of our efforts. Regular workshops arranged by the CoF for legal, administrative and press services have been an established practice for a long time now. Last year, analysts and experts from regional legislative assemblies attended a workshop which addressed issues relating to the provision of analytical support to the law-making process. The participants discussed a potential contribution that analyst and expert communities can make to the legislative process. The workshop was attended by representatives of the RF Presidential Administration, RF Government Analytical Centre, Public Chamber and State Duma. This year, the invitations to attend the workshop will be extended to counterpart services with the RF regional governments. The workshops are becoming increasingly important for us considering the new and widely acclaimed form of legislative initiatives, i.e. the consolidated legislative initiatives that are jointly elaborated and jointly submitted by the Council of Federation and the legislative bodies of the Russian Federation constituent entities.
3. The Council of Federation, Upper Chamber of the Russian Federation Parliament, has a varied reserve of experience in terms of the relationship with regional legislatures. This experience could be attractive to many nations, specifically to federal nations, nations where territorial entities forming the union have legislative bodies with ample powers or nations with an effective local self-government system. We invite all Parliaments that are members of the European Centre for Parliamentary Research & Documentation (ECPRD) to attend the workshop that will tentatively be held in Moscow under the ECPRD auspices in 2011. 

� “Guidelines and Principles of Drafting the Council of Federation Events Agenda during the Spring (Autumn) Session”. Approved by the Upper Chamber (Minutes N14, dated 13.07.2010) 
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