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1. Exchange among parliamentary secretariats: key to global parliamentary democracy

This is my third communication here at ASGP, after Geneva last year and Ethiopia this spring. It is indeed a great honor for me to be given this precious opportunity three times consecutively.

Last fall my communication was concerned with the general features of e-parliament of the Korean National Assembly. This spring, it was about the e-Parliament Assistance Initiative, or e-PAI, whose main objective is to assist parliaments in implementing e-parliament projects. 

Today I would like to introduce to you three initiatives undertaken by the Korean National Assembly to facilitate and promote exchange, including people-to-people exchange, among parliamentary secretariats.

The first initiative is what we call the e-PAI Project through which the National Assembly of Korea has donated 400 computers and transferred experience and know-how to run e-parliament to countries around the world over the past year. 

Secondly, the Korean National Assembly inaugurated the Secretaries-General Forum of Asia-Pacific Parliaments in July this year to provide a platform for exchange and cooperation among parliamentary secretariats in the region. 

The third initiative is the Global Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Program launched as a follow-up to the Secretaries General Forum. The first batch of participants arrived in Korea as recently as this month from the Ethiopian House of Federation to gain experience and knowledge on overall parliamentary administration.

All these endeavors have been made to achieve two objectives: deepening friendship among countries at the inter-parliamentary level and building and strengthening professionalism of secretariats at the parliamentary level. 

Through my communication today, I would like to introduce to you in greater detail each of these 3 initiatives and present a vision for global parliamentary democracy driven by exchange among parliamentary secretariats.
2. e-PAI Project 

Let me start off with the e-PAI Project.  

The e-PAI Project was launched last November to assist countries in need of IT infrastructure in laying the groundwork for e-Parliament. Korea’s flagship electronics companies such as Samsung and LG provide technical assistance for the Project.

Starting from Cambodia, the National Assembly of Korea has donated a total of 400 computers to Nepal and Lao in Asia, Rwanda, Tanzania and Ethiopia in Africa and Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan in Central Asia. 

Marking the 1-year anniversary of this project next month, the Korean National Assembly plans to upgrade e-PAI both in quality and quantity.

A survey revealed that 25 countries have expressed interest in the e-PAI Project with the number of computers in demand reaching 1,200. We plan to hand over 150 PCs to Mongolia, the Philippines and Cambodia by the end of this month and additional 150 PCs to Niger, Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi by the end of this year. 

By the year 2010, a total of 550 PCs will be secured to meet the needs.

The expansion of technology cooperation is also under review to donate software packages enabling the e-Bills System and the Parliamentary Information System and to facilitate knowledge-sharing in overall parliamentary administration.

The e-Bills System helps to track all bills in the legislative process from introduction to committee deliberation to house floor consideration. The Parliamentary Information System provides all legislative information relating to bills under deliberation and laws enacted or amended. 

Had it not been for generous assistance from countries around the world, Korea’s economy and democracy would not be where it stands now. To pay back what we owed, the National Assembly of Korea wishes to find what it can do to make a contribution to advancing global e-democracy. I hope the seeds we plant with PCs will bloom into flowers of global e-democracy. 
3. Secretaries-General Forum of Asia-Pacific Parliaments (SGFAPP)
Next, let me touch upon the Secretaries-General Forum of Asia-Pacific Parliaments, or SGFAPP.

Thanks to keen interest and strong support from secretaries-general, the Secretaries-General Forum of Asia-Pacific Parliaments was inaugurated on July 7th in Seoul, Korea.

Under the slogan of “Cooperation of Parliaments, Beginning of a New Asia-Pacific Era,” the SGFAPP brought together secretaries general in the region to discuss issues relevant to parliamentary secretariats and to create a regional association for parliamentary secretariats. The Forum was the first of its kind as a regional conference for parliamentary secretariats.

The 5-day Forum was attended by 83 delegates representing 42 parliaments of 32 countries and engaged in intense discussions on “e-Parliament” and “Response to a Changing Legislative Environment.” I would like to take this opportunity to express my heart-felt gratitude to all the participants of the Forum.

What we were able to gain from the baby steps we took at the Forum was the consensus on the need for mutual cooperation among the secretaries general. 
Based upon this consensus, all the delegations presented a concerted voice through the Seoul Communiqué, which underlined the importance of inter-parliamentary cooperation in the region.

Besides the official meetings, visits to industrial sites, such as Hyundai Heavy Industries and LG Display, and to historic and cultural sites, such as Bulguksa Temple and Samsung Museum, were arranged to enhance understanding on Korea’s economy, history and culture and deepen friendship among the participants.

It was agreed that the Assembly of the Forum will take place every two years. Given the continuity of the Forum, I expect that the Steering Committee of the Forum will meet during the first half of next year. Currently we are building a website for the Forum to make relevant information easily accessible. 

Expressing my sincere thanks to all the participants once again, I hope that the Forum will grow into an association encompassing all parliamentary secretariats in the Asia-Pacific region, leading to the creation of a regional parliamentary leaders’ conference. 

4. Global Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Program

Now, let me move on to the Global Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Program.

As I said before, the SGFAPP adopted the Seoul Communiqué whose main objective was to promote exchange among parliamentary secretariats.

To put into practice the ideas contained in the Seoul Communiqué, the Korean National Assembly developed an initiative called the Global Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Program. The Program was designed to provide staff members of parliamentary secretariats with training courses which transfer expertise and knowhow in parliamentary management. 

As the inaugural step of the program, a 6-member delegation from the Secretariat of the Ethiopian House of Federation, the Upper House of the Ethiopian Parliament, visited the Korean National Assembly at the beginning of this month for a week-long training program.

It was initiated at the request of the Secretariat of the Ethiopian House of Federation to understand and benchmark the operational knowhow of Korea’s e-parliament. Through the training program, the Ethiopian delegation learned about the Korean parliament’s IT-enabled systems, such as e-Bills System, Parliamentary Information System, e-Library etc. 

Going forward, the Secretariat of the Korean National Assembly hopes to diversify the types of exchange programs.

First of all, we are planning on developing “customized programs” focusing on specific themes, such as building and managing e-parliament, optimizing the physical structure of parliamentary buildings and budget deliberation processes. In particular, secretaries general of quite a few parliaments, including Vietnam, Palau, the Maldives and Sri Lanka, expressed interest in the area of IT during the SGFAPP. 

It was in this context that we decided to implement the “e-Parliament Exchange Program” in October next year. The week-long program will provide parliaments who wish to participate with opportunities to gain experience and knowhow in e-parliament and to enjoy the true beauty of Korea through visits to industrial facilities and cultural sites.   

Secondly, we are expanding exchange training programs between parliamentary secretariats as part of the Global Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Program. A good case in point is the MOU on Exchange Training signed by the Korean National Assembly and the Lower House of the Japanese Diet in 2001. The two parliaments have been successfully implementing 2-week training programs on an annual basis.

Lastly, once sufficient data for offline exchange programs have been compiled, we plan to move them into Web-based video-on-demand systems to overcome spatio-temporal constraints and enhance accessibility. I believe it will maximize opportunities while minimizing expenses on the part of participants. 

Exchange programs among parliamentary secretariats will be a shortcut to building and strengthening professionalism while responding actively to a changing legislative environment. Interest and support from honorable secretaries general would be greatly appreciated. 

5. Conclusion: Exchange among Parliamentary Secretariats in an Era of a New Civilization

Currently, historic changes are taking place at a global level where an enormous amount of knowledge and experience accumulated in different spheres of culture and civilization converges on the back of developing science and technology and growing economies. I would like to refer to this phenomenon as a new civilization. 

With the advent of this new civilization, the need is growing for us to address common challenges such as poverty, climate change and the economic crisis and to pursue common values like peace and sustainable development.

I believe that parliaments, the cradle of democracy, have critical roles to play. Parliaments should present right values and policy directions and a consensus among secretaries general who provide steady assistance in these efforts will be a good starting point. 

I am confident that the joint efforts of secretaries general, parliamentary cooperation and upgraded professionalism of parliamentary secretariats are among the key elements in advancing global parliamentary democracy in an era of a new civilization.

I hope that the three initiatives undertaken by the Korean National Assembly, e-PAI Project, SGFAPP, Global Inter-Parliamentary Exchange Program will serve as fuel for the journey to the destination. 

This concludes my presentation on the programs initiated by the Korean National Assembly to promote exchange among parliamentary secretariats.
((
Dr Hafnaoui AMRANI, President, encouraged Mr Park in the three initiatives he had described, and mentioned the need for resources and training to make best use of IT equipment.
Mr Geert Jan A. HAMILTON (Netherlands) asked if the meetings of secretaries general could be an opportunity to prepare for any parallel meetings of regional Speakers.
Mrs Emma LIRIO REYES (Philippines) thanked Mr PARK for the donation of computers to her Parliament.
Mr PARK Kye Dong encouraged others to join the forum of Asia-Pacific parliaments. Its main objectives were exchanges of information and knowledge. The aim was for the forum of secretaries general to lead to similar meetings of Speakers. He was interested to learn from the European experience.
Mr Gherardo CASINI (Global Centre for ICT) said that he hoped the forum would lead to the formation of a kind of ECPRD (European Centre for Parliamentary Research & Documentation) for Asia, to enable information exchange among parliamentary staff. He noted the existence of an Africa Knowledge Parliamentary Network. He saw it as a model in development. 
Dr Hafnaoui AMRANI, President, thanked Mr PARK Kye Dong for his communication as well as all those members who had put questions to him.
