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History


The Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic has been attempting to better convey its activities to the citizens, as one of its strategic goals is to demonstrate the greatest possible degree of openness to the public. There are certainly a number of tools to achieve this, however, web presentation seems to be the easiest and recently one of the most popular ways. Why? It is readily accessible at any place and at any time and enables everyone to find the required information. Furthermore, the Internet not only presents texts and photographs, but also delivers audio, video and interactive content.

The Senate launched its website upon its establishment in 1996. However, as the former site was no longer acceptable in terms of the graphic design and structure, it has been redesigned. This ambitious project was a part of a broader plan of events whose aim was to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the upper chamber foundation and to familiarise visitors with the life in the Senate rather than to provide the same information “in a new cut”. What characteristics should an Internet presentation possess? Easy and intuitive orientation, clear information structuring, comfortable search tools, attractive graphic design respecting the character of the institution in question, interesting content, range of additional user services and high-quality technical support and security.

Website Structure


The homepage of our www.site is structured into five sections. To allow for easier orientation, each of them is printed in different colour. Users can thus promptly define their location within the site. The orientation is further simplified by navigation helping the user, for example, to go to back several steps at once. Yet another way of facilitating orientation is the use of pictograms for similar links. We have also used a number of infoboxes to narrow down users’ search to individual subjects of interest. These infoboxes also permit visitors to browse through various interesting articles, news and the key matters currently discussed by the Senate.

Content


Citizens – electors will surely appreciate information on the outcomes of elections and individual Senators. Individual Senators can be looked up directly in the list of the Senators or searched by address. The profiles of individual Senators are also automatically displayed (one at a time) in the Senator’s Profile section. The personal page of each of the Senators shows information on the year of their election, mandate period and the membership in Senate bodies, their personal website address, address of their office as well as information on their activities in the Senate. This regards primarily their rapporteur and mover roles or an overview of their voting during Senate meetings. The indexation of stenographic minutes, which is currently underway, will make it possible to view a list of speeches made by individual Senators at Senate meetings.

Other Services


The notification system is another important service provided to website visitors. It permits users to make a request for information they need, for example, on the progress of a certain document debated by the Senate. The system then automatically generates messages on all steps taken by the Senate in relation to the issue in question and the results of the meeting. Citizens will surely be interested in the outcomes of voting, including an overview of who voted, how and on what. They can also check how the Senator for their constituency voted on a particular matter.

To get a better picture of events held on the Senate premises, the Senate has published its Calendar of Events. It comprises the currently held events, but you can also download and print summaries of events for individual weeks. This application will by all means simplify the work of journalists bringing news from the Senate to the wide public. Those who would like to follow Senate meetings but are unable to participate in person can take advantage of on-line audio or video broadcasts. Users with slow connection can click on the “Progress of the Senate Meeting” page where the outcomes of each point on the agenda are immediately recorded.

Transparency and Accessibility


Website users will surely appreciate the methods and criteria for searching through documents on Senate activities. Last but not least, we should also mention that in order to improve transparency, each and every citizen has access to public tenders issued by the Senate Chancellery after 2004, including information on the contract award, parties to the contract and price. The presentation incorporates a number of interesting documents and information on the activities, history and seat of the Senate (17th century palace complex), projects that are being implemented, electronic version of the Senate magazine, quizzes and technical and educational articles. All user groups are sure to find something to catch their attention.
In conclusion, we would like to mention that the new website satisfies all the key principles of accessibility specified in the Accessible Website Design Rules as well as all the principles of accessibility determined by the Blind Friendly Web methodology. At present, the Senate web presentation is available in both Czech and English; the French version is in the process of development. We believe that the information found on the website will improve the public’s perception of the Senate as a whole and allow for better orientation in our legal system.  
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