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Proposal for a content exchange for parliamentary channels and broadcasters specializing in political affairs

1. Background

The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) and the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP) held a joint conference on the relationship between parliaments, parliamentary TV channels and public broadcasters in October 2006 in Geneva. Over 200 participants, including senior representatives of public broadcasters, parliamentary channels, secretaries general of parliament, EBU Channels, journalists, and legislators, who sit on committees that oversee parliamentary outreach to the broader public, were present.

While media outlets are independent organisations that exercise editorial control over the content of their broadcasts, parliaments are institutions that have a legitimate interest in broadcasters informing the public about their work, an interest that needs to be respected.

Some parliaments have established their own radio stations or TV channels that transmit directly to the public, but more frequently parliaments rely on public broadcasting through public service stations or simply public broadcasters. In recent years, a number of new media outlets have emerged, using the Internet or the digital environment to offer the public insights into parliamentary proceedings. 

According to the feedback received from many participants, the Geneva conference - the first ever to be organized on this subject - was of great interest and many of them are interested in a follow up on this event. 

Three major ideas emerged from the discussions, namely the need to: 

1. Foster a free exchange of material between parliamentary channels ; 

2. Promote the idea of establishing parliamentary channels and offering advisory services to those who want to develop broadcasting services;

3. Develop a website function which would allow parliaments to compare their broadcasting rules

Following IPU missions to Paris, Ottawa, Washington and Rome, and the exchange of views with heads of parliamentary channels such as Peter Knowles (BBC Controller), Brian Lamb and Terry Murphy (C-SPAN President and Vice-President), and the team of Jean-Pierre Elkabbach (Chairman and Managing-Director, Public-Sénat), Colette Watson (President and General Manager, CPAC), Eve-Lise Blanc-Deleuze (Secretary General, La Chaîne Parlementaire) and Vincenzo Porcacchia (Head of TV Satellite, Rome), there has been a growing interest in developing projects related to parliaments, parliamentary channels and broadcasters specializing in political affairs. 

This document concerns exclusively creation of a content exchange between parliamentary channels and public broadcasters specialized in political issues.  
2. The proposal - Free exchange of material

The proposal is to establish a forum where parliamentary channels exchange content of mutual interest. For example, a vote of confidence or a debate between presidential candidates could be of interest for parliamentary channels around the world. 

The exchange would be reciprocal and copyright-free. This mirrors precisely the exchanges that EBU already run for public broadcasters in Europe, whereby broadcasters contribute to running costs, but there is no further financial transaction at the point of exchange. 

It is interesting to note that bilateral agreements already exist between some channels. For example, Public-Sénat (France) and C-SPAN (United States) signed a partnership agreement to strengthen cooperation between both entities. The exchange would broaden the scope of this kind of agreement.

3. Concept of the exchange

Parliamentary channels and broadcasters specializing in political affairs are interested in enriching their service with content from similar media internationally.

This would allow them to report on stories from overseas and on the political process around the world, without the expense of covering those items themselves.

This project could also be of interest to parliaments that have not yet established a parliamentary channel, but want to know more about the practice of broadcasting parliamentary proceedings in other countries.

4. Basic rules

The service operates as a cooperative, based on a reciprocal, free-to-use exchange of content. It is a subscription service, rather than pay-as-you-go. The service can run across Radio, Television and the Internet.

It is managed centrally by the EBU, which is responsible for:

· Technical infrastructure

· Editorial coordination services

· Technical operations

· Management and administration

5. How it would work

· A central coordination team, based initially in Geneva, will be responsible for coordinating the editorial requirements of the day.

· Channels will send their parliamentary agenda to the editorial desk in Geneva, highlighting events of potential international interest.

· The editorial desk will be responsible for maintaining an overview of the international political agenda, in order to identify the stories of greatest potential interest.

· The desk will issue a weekly forward planning diary.

· The desk will circulate a "pre-selection" of events for exchange.

· Channels may request additional items.

· The desk will contact the source channel to coordinate the preparation and exchange of content.

· Channels will provide scripting information: names of speakers, political parties, transcript.

· Scripts are posted on Parlex web-site

· Content is exchanged.

· Channels will notify desk of any usage.

· Desk will prepare usage statistics.

Technology

Radio content would be hosted on a central web-site using industry norm formats to deliver the content between channels. 

Television content would be transmitted between channels in a daily 30-minute satellite exchange. The satellites used would be able to reach channels around the world. Channels would be responsible for their own arrangements to transmit and receive the service.

Television content would be encoded for internet usage and hosted on the central web-site.
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